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• Separation, a risk of poverty and inequality

• Protection mechanisms provided by the public maintenance service

• Focus on the task of issuing enforceable deeds

Effectiveness and outlook

Separation, a risk of
poverty and inequality



Protection mechanisms provided by the public 
maintenance service

The "separation
« pathway:  

1st user pathways 
deployed within the 

Family branch
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The actions of the Caf in 
supporting separations 

today  
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The "separation
pathway »

The main steps for users



Information and support for 
parents (1/2) 

Information and support for 
parents (2/2)

Communication tools
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FINANCIAL INTERMEDIATION
WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS?

Evolution of flows and resources 2019-2023
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Enforcement orders: conditions of issuing
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Enforcement orders: conditions of issuing

•

Before applying to Caf for an enforcement order, the separated parents
must have signed a parenting agreement. This document must be
attached to the application for an enforcement order.

•

The new enforcement order application form has been simplified,
incorporating the information on child custody previously contained in
the parenting agreement.

Enforcement orders: benefits for Caf applicants

• Recovery is possible if the debtor defaults
With the enforcement order from the Caf, the creditor parent can ask the
Caf to initiate proceedings to recover unpaid maintenance.

• The complementary ASF can made available on the basis of an
enforcement order from the Caf

If the maintenance established in the enforcement order is less than the
amount of the ASF (€196 per dependent child per month) and the
maintenance is paid in full, the creditor parent living alone with his or her
children may apply to the Caf for the ASF-C.

• The process is fast, free and involves no legal proceedings
There is no need to refer the matter to a judge or a lawyer, the application
is completely free of charge and the decision is made quickly.
Judicial delays vary from 6 to 12 months depending on the region.

Enforceable titles: obstacles and regulatory changes 
under discussion with the public authorities

• Contrasting quantitative results

• The compulsory application of a scale by the Caf leads to numerous rejections, even though the
parents agree on the amount of child support.

There are two methods of calculating maintenance (two scales): one for the courts and one for the
Caf.
The difference in calculation lies mainly in the fact that judges deduct the amount of the minimum
income revenu (revenu de solidarité active) from the debtor parent's income, whereas the Caf take
into account all of this income. As a result, child support, which is a percentage of this income, is
higher when calculated by the Caf and lower when calculated by the courts. However, for the Caf, the
regulatory scale is compulsory, and the parents' choice does not take precedence.

• The coexistence of a scale that is optional for the courts and another that is compulsory for the Caf
creates confusion for parents and limits the advantages of the out-of-court issue of documents.

If the Caf refuses to apply the statutory scale, parents are referred to the judges, who are free to apply
their own scale or not.

• Discussions are underway with the Ministry of Social Affairs and the Ministry of Justice to
harmonise, at the very least, the scale used by the Caf with that applied by the courts. This will
enable parents to make their choice based on other criteria, mainly cost and time.


